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and outflank the enemy without running the risk of being
outflanked himself; but it was a manoeuvre difficult to
execute, and only to be practised with perfectly dis-
ciplined troops.

It may excite some surprise that the Austrians allowed
Frederick to execute this manoeuvre under their eyes in
broad daylight. The fact was that, since the loss of their
outpost at Borne, they had been very much in the dark
about his intentions, and what they did see only misled
them. The movements of the Prussians about Borne and
on the Scheuberg were visible, though indistinctly, to
Lucchesi on their extreme right, and convinced him that
the wing he commanded was about to be attacked. Upon
this he demanded reinforcements urgently, and though
Prince Charles and Daun for some time refused to accede
to his request, they yielded at last when he
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of the          declared that unless reinforced he would not

Austnans. answer for the consequences. Then Daun
himself rode to the right with the reserves of the centre,
and a large body of cavalry was ordered up from the
left, which was thus weakened just when it ought to have
been strengthened. Nadasty took a juster view of the
situation. When the Prussians began to emerge from
behind the hills, he saw clearly that it was he and not
Lucchesi on whom the attack would fall. But it was in
vain that he sent messenger after messenger imploring
succour. Prince Charles was miles away in Frobelwitz,
whence only a very imperfect view of the Prussian move-
ments could be had. He and all the generals with him
believed that the Prussians were retreating, so he turned
a deaf ear to Nadasty's messages.

It was about one o'clock when the battle began.
The Prussians advanced under cover of a well-sustained
fire from their artillery, and especially from ten heavy
guns taken from the walls of Glogau, and brought up